Partnership for Health Development

he multi-sectoral dimension is inherent In practically every health intervention. Our understanding of

health puraly as a technical issue is no longer enough. Economics, pelitical science, human development
‘and evenissues of global and national secunty now require us to consider health in a breader context Health
has a mutually reinforcing relationship with development. Major progress on achisving developmental goals
including the MDGs. 1sinconceivable if there 15 no improvement in the health situation

The Ministry of Health has closely cooperated with several organizations within the LIN system,
particularly those organizations playing an important role in public
health. The WHQO, UNICEF, UNDP, UNFPA are mainly E @
responsinle for the provision of lechnical assistance and also e e
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have been invalved in assisting vanous health care activities
UNDP UNHCR, JICA, OXFAM, SCF elc. ars also actively involved
In health development activities

Myanmar is actively involved in achivities pertaining to
international health development. Myanmar as one of the countries
of the WHO South East Asia region has signed the "Declaration
an trre-.Haal’.[h Developmentin the 217 Century inthe SEA region” International Collaboration on HIV/AIDS
and will do its best for health development of the country as well Pravention and Care
as the region Myanmar become a signatory to the Framework
Convention on the Tobacco Control in 2003 and party to the
Convention in 2004

WHO has provided technical support to the Ministry of Health and has also gradually expanded the
scope of cooperation. As Myanmar has shown its potential for implementing projects in collaboration with
WHO. there have been several successful WHO supporied activities. As a member country in the WHO, SEA
Region, Myanmar holds the tradition of participating actively in the Regional health activities. The Seventeenth
Meeting of Health Ministers of the Countries of the WHO South East Asia Region, hosted for the first time in
Myanmar, was held successfully in Yangon in October 1299 Similarly 67 Meeting of the Health Secretanes of
the South East Asia Region was held successfully in February 2001. This was followed by a number of regional
and international health meetings

Myanmar has been elected as member of the Executive Board of the WHC for the years (2001-2004)
and His Excellency Professor Dr. Kyaw Myint, the Minister for Health has also been elected to chair the Board

— 155



Health in Myanmar 2005

UNICEF has been supporting development projects under the World Summit for Children and Expanded:
Programme for Immunization. 101981, the Government ratified the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection
and Development of the Children. Some of the goals of the declaration such as reduction of infant moerality rafe’
and increase adult literacy rate have been spelled out in the country's agenda for heaith development.

O the other hand. UNFPA has been a major supporier of reproductive health activities since 1998
UNDP also has been supporting several development projects in health field and gradually expand the scope.
of cooperation.

Myanmar |5 amang the countries actively parficipating in Mekong Basin Disease Surveillance activities
with the ohjective of strengthening national capabilities as an initial phase in three programmme areas identified,
namely improving disease outbreak investigation and response, strengthening nealth manpowser development
in Epigemiclogy, and establishment of Regional Surveillance Network,

Intercountry joint activilies were conducted between Myanmar and China and Myanmar and Thailand.
In September 2001 a joint progremme on health exhibition and health activities at border area between Myanmar
and Thailand was heid at Tachileik-Maesai region, This was followed by other joint activities at Kawthong-
Ranong region in February 2002 and in Kyaingtong-Chaimgrai in September 2003, On all occasions Heallh
Ministers of both countries attended and delivered inaugural addresses In addition to holding health exhibitions
health care services were provided to the local population by the visiting as well as local specialists.

A team comprising orthopedic surgeons, doctors and nurses performed corrective surgery for thoss
with erthopedic problems. Similarly, a team of plastic surgeons headed by professorhead of the maxillo-facial
department of the Yangon General Hospital performed corrective surgery for the patients with congenital cleft
lip and paiate during that period. Other specialists like ophthalmologist, ENT specialist, general surgean,
obsteincian and gynascologist are also providing specialist services,

As a member country of ASEAN Myanmar is callaborating with other member countries in health
malters. Myanmar will host the 8" ASEAN Health Ministers’ Meeting and 2 ASEAN + 3 Health Ministers
Meeting in 2006
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dition international and local NGOs are also joining hands with Myanmar in heaith devalopment

National Non-Governmental Organizations

Union Sclidarity and Development Assooiation
(USEA)

Myanmar Women's Affairs Federation (MWAF )
Myanmar Matemal and Child Welfare Association
(MMCWA)

Myanmar Red Cross Society

Myanmar Medical Association (MMA)

Myanmar Dental Assaciation (MDA

Myanmar MursesAssociation (MNA)

Myanmar Health Assistant Association

Myanmar Council of Churches
MyanmarAnti-narcotic Association
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Other ministries related to health are also working in collaboration with the Ministry of Health for health
development. This collaboration is co-ordinated and strengthened by the National Health Committes.

To elaborate a few, the Ministry of Information is anindispensable partner in disserminating health information:
and education. Sirmnilarly, Ministry of Education. Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, Ministry for Progress of
Border Areas and National Races and Development Affairs and Ministry of Mines are key partners of the:
Ministry of Health in providing promotive and preventive health services to the people.

Ministry of Agriculture and Irmigation. Ministry for Progress of Border Areas and National Races and
Development Affairs together with the Ministry for Health are working together in provision of Safe Water to the:
Community. Active co-operation of Ministry of Mines had made universal iodization of salt possible.

Being aware of the indispensable roles of the professionals in health development the Govarnmant has
formed the Myanmar Academy of Medical Sciences with the membership of experienced heaith professionals
bothinservice and retired. The objectives are to strengthen heaith services and health research activities andfio
ensure that production of human resources for health and continuous education of them are up to the international
standard.

Acknowledging the imgortance of pharmaceutical firms and medical equipment company in provision
of medical care and following the guidance of the state leader in this matter, Myanmar Pharmaceutical and
Medical Equipment Entrepreneurs Association was formed by the state in 1999, Formation of this association
would contribute to the successful implementation of health care activities, and will ensure that manufacturing,
Importing and distnbution of drugs and medical equipments are accordance with the National Drug Law.

With the philosophical changes in the economic policy, alterative health care financing schemes are
being given serious consideration and the private secloris also being encouraged.

NGOs Collaboration in Health Care Activities
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